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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, May 10, 2017 opening 
at 8:30 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Lorenz, Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres 
     Absent:    None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Saarela 
 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mayor Lorenz asked to add “Discussion of May Study Session Date” to the agenda.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to approve the City Council Agenda for May 10, 2017, 
as amended. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Dzenko, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. April 19, 2017, Regular Meeting  
April 25, 2017, Study Session 

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 11868-11872, DD2929-2951, EFT1139-1145, 
STUB78-80; and A/P check #’s 49420-49462, EFT 1425-1428, 1433-1447; ACH 1424, 
1429-1432 

C. Acceptance of DPW, Police Department and City Attorney Reports for April 2017  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

 
Jim Smith reported on the Memorial Day Parade.  Everything is coming along.   
 
Patrick Runk reported for the Parks & Rec.  They held the 13th annual shuffle this past weekend.  
Attendance was low, but they had more sponsors equally to the most money raised ever for this 
event.  He invited the City Council to attend the next shuffle.  The next event is the 70th anniversary 
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of the City.  After the Memorial Day parade there will be a pig roast from 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.  
Invites were sent out to all residents. 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
        RT-001-17 
Richard Harrison communicated on the Clinton River Trail.  The trail is an asset for Sylvan Lake and 
a public park which is a vital link of the trail.  He shared he found a couple residents from Sylvan 
Lake that may want to attend the Clinton River Trail Board meetings and report back to City Council.  
Recently a group of Sylvan Lake residents started work on cleaning up the trail.  They started early 
and toiled until mid-afternoon all at their own expense.  They stated they had advised and got the OK 
from John Martin and at a future date the trash would be picked up.  He noted he sent an email with 
pictures to City Hall and City Council.  Richards invited everyone to their spring meeting, May 23rd, 
at 7:00 p.m. at Rivercrest Hall in Rochester Hills.  They will have a speaker to talk about the trail and 
surrounding areas.   
 
Dzenko asked if they would be replanting whole trail.  Martin stated ITC did just a portion and they 
are done.   
 
Meskin noticed and thanked the group who cut down the brush at Pontiac Dr.   
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
City Hall 
City Hall continues to be very busy with zoning and building permits, sign permits, ROW permits, 
and Community Center Rentals.  We’re done with the boat dock application process, but are now 
dealing with the dock installation process.  As a reminder, the park gates will go up soon.  Residents 
should be mindful to not open or move the gates.   
 
SAW Grant 
We are in the final stages of our SAW grant so Martin has been spending many hours finalizing and 
training on all of that.  We are working with our Planning Consultant to discuss our couple projects 
coming up and also work on our Parks and Rec plan and Capital Improvement plan.     
 
Radar Sign 
The new Radar speed signs are working very well and have received very positive responses.   These 
new signs keep track of data too.  We’re going to compile data and present some of it in the next 
couple months.  Unfortunately, it doesn’t record data if a vehicle is driving slowly.  We’re checking 
to see if there is a setting for that.  However, with the data we have collected, we’re finding the vast 
majority, meaning 95% plus of people are driving at or below the speed limit.  However, that still 
leaves a handful of people that speed in the City and most of them are residents.  We’ve found the 
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radar does not pick up the number of cars going under 16 mph, which is the case on Ferndale and 
Lakeview.   
 
Events 
This past month was the Spring HHW collection at the WB Civic Center we don’t have a count of 
Sylvan Lake participants yet.  The annual Sylvan Shuffle sponsored by our Parks and Rec Committee 
was a big hit as usual.   The City-Wide garage sale will be May 25 to 27 and you can sign up and pay 
at City Hall.  The annual Memorial Day Parade and recognition Ceremony will be on Memorial Day. 
 
Election  
The West Bloomfield School election went well with a very low turnout.  It’s too bad they can’t 
make them have these elections on normal August or November elections.  We still had one of the 
higher voter turnouts in the district at about 22.5%.  The overall voter turnout was 16.62% or 7,416 
votes out of 44,609 registered voters. 
 
Irrigation Meters 
Martin reminded everybody about the water rates and installing an irrigation meter, or meter for 
outdoor use.  If you do a large or even medium amount of watering lawns, flowers, washing your car, 
etc. it would be a good idea to investigate the installation of a second water meter.  You don’t pay for 
sewage with that meter.  You pay only for water.  So if you used 10,000 gallons of water for outdoor 
use, you would save about $75 on your bill.  Obviously the more you use the more important it is to 
get a second meter. 
 
Water Main Breaks      WA-005-17 
Last Monday we got a call that there was a water main break on Beverly.  Not a big deal, they 
happen.  Then we quickly got another call that there was one on Warwick.   That’s a little more 
unusual and generally means something’s going on with a contractor or something causing a water 
hammer by turning a hydrant on or off too quickly.  There were two companies doing fire 
suppression installation right now.  Two more breaks were called in and now we are four main 
breaks.  So, the police went looking to see what they could find, the DPW went to shut down the 
water mains and Martin went to the two spots where he suspected something might have happened.  
We couldn’t find anything and in the meantime had two more making it six water main breaks.   We 
realized there were pressure spikes which means an issue with one or both or our pressure reducing 
valves resulting in very high pressure in our system. 
He had the DPW open a hydrant on Island Court and another one on Ferndale to relieve the pressure.  
That worked and the pressure was lowered to a safe level.   
 
The pressure reducing valve regulates the amount of pressure coming from the Detroit system which 
is about 120-125 lbs.  We reduce that pressure to about 60 lbs., which is what our system can handle.  
When a pressure reducing valve fails, it fails in the open position (so that you will still have water); 
meaning we went from 60 psi to 120 psi.  Turning on the two fire hydrants worked. He began contacting 
valve companies to see if someone could get here quickly to inspect our PRV’s.  Unfortunately, there 
were no crews in the area, let alone one available to look.  We determined that we could turn off the 
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hydrant on Island Court and only leave the one on Ferndale running to regulate the pressure.  The plan 
was to come back in the morning and work on the PRV Vault to get something done to be able to 
regulate the pressure and turn off the hydrant. S&B Plumbing came in and fixed the breaks on Beverly, 
Warwick, Stratford and Avondale. The crew worked until about midnight Monday and Martin came 
back Monday night and issued a boil water alert and handed out the notices for Stratford street because 
of the type of break.  He really didn’t think there was contamination, but wanted to be safe.  Tested it 
the next day and everything was good and we removed the boil alert.   

 
In the morning, we received a call that there was another main break on Garland, then one on Beverly, 
then Rosedale and one on Avondale right near it had just been repaired the night before.  We found 
that one of the workers for the contractor working on Ferndale decided the hydrant there shouldn’t be 
running and turned it off.  The pressure again spiked causing those main breaks.  We opened the hydrant 
again to reduce pressure and went to the PRV Vault to work on the valve. Everything in the pit is from 
1991 and covered in rust.  Martin was able to get the valve loose and shut down the faulty PRV.  They 
hooked up a pressure gauge at the restroom at Ferndale park.  Martin watched that while Bryan turned 
down the fire hydrant.   Both the PRV’s will be replaced.   
 
Jim Smith asked what the expense would be for all that and would that be categorized as a contingent 
expense.  Martin stated that is correct.  That is not something we budget for that much in a year, but 
this is why we do put money away for those kinds things so when something that big happens we 
have the money for it.  Smith agreed it is a good reason not to comingle with general fund money.   
 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
Meskin passed on comments.   
 
Dzenko thanked Martin for his presentation and all the work that went into it.  He asked what it 
would take to make the radar sign flash when a vehicle is exceeding the speed limit.  Martin is not 
sure.  Dzenko asked if the millage passed for West Bloomfield Schools.  Martin confirmed it did.  
Dzenko felt the water main repairs were pretty fast and they did a good job handling it all. 
 
Endres thanked the West Bloomfield Library for the Little Library banner sign they donated.  
Michigan Week Breakfast is May 19th and there are several residents receiving recognition.; even 
Ray Dahlgren for all his year of service.  Endres thanked Harrison for attending the council meetings 
and keeping them updated and pushing them to be involved.  Park Rangers are still needed.  Endres 
asked Martin if it would be possible to get a comparison for contracting out water/sewer service to 
the Water Resources Commission as an example.  Endres announced the Cable Commission meeting 
is tomorrow night at West Bloomfield Twp Hall.   
 
Zubrzycki acknowledged Martin’s excellent presentation and thanked him.  He stated the millage 
discussion will be happening in the near future.  He noted Martin has been acting Chief for a number 
of years and saved the city a lot of money which shows as a surplus in the fundbalance.  This position 
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will need to be replaced.  Zubrzycki asked Martin if he had estimate on how much the main break 
repairs cost and/or if the insurance would cover it.  Martin is not expecting it to. He does not have 
cost for the repairs or to replace the valves.  Hoping to have soon.  Zubrzycki thanked the Parks & 
Rec committee and all the volunteers that help with events.  
 
Lorenz thanked the Garden Club for their seminar last month and for maintaining Memorial Park, 
and the Ice Cream Social.  He noted they are always looking for new members to join and volunteer.  
Lorenz also thanked the Parks & Rec Committee and those who assistant them with the events.  He is 
hoping some of those people from Committees will think of running for City Council.  Memorial 
weekend there is the city-wide garage sale and the Memorial Day parade.  Lorenz thanked Jim Smith 
and all the participants.  He hopes Smith will continue to Chair the parade.  He also thanked Martin 
City Manager and Chief and Dryden, Clerk/Treasurer; they are always doing their best for the City, 
such as the budget, budget presentation and projections through 2021.  It is imperative City Council 
look out this far and need to start discussions now how to keep this city “The Prettiest Little City.” 
He is willing to pay for benefits the city offers, such as the parks and our own police department.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
            

a. Discussion of Study Session Date for May  C1-013-17 
 
Mayor Lorenz noted the study session is the day after Memorial Day and he would like to cancel this 
meeting.  Meskin asked if there is anything on the agenda for discussion.  Martin hasn’t even started 
thinking about it, but couldn’t think of anything major that can’t wait.  Endres stated he would never 
vote to change or cancel a meeting date or time.  He doesn’t care if they call the meeting to order 
only to say nothing to discuss.  He doesn’t feel having two meetings a month is asking a lot.   
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to cancel the May study session date.   
 
 Yes:   Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Lorenz 
 No:    Endres 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

b.   Resolution Establishing Cost for the Collection of Trash, Recycling, Leaf Cleanup 
        R2-005-17 B-004-17 
Mayor Lorenz stated this will set the flat fee portion for the Garbage and Rubbish fund.  The annual 
rate will be $189.60 as shown on the presentation.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko, to adopt the resolution establishing the annual fee for 
the collection of solid waste, recycling, yard waste and leaves at $189.60 annually per residential 
unit. 
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 Yes: Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz 
 No:   None  
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 

c.  Millage Rate Resolution Adopting 201718 Millage Rates R2-006-17 B-005-17 
        
 Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to adopt the millage rate resolution for 2017/18 as 
presented. 

 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Meskin 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

      
     

d.  Appropriations Resolution Adopting 2017/18 Budget  R2-007-17 B-006-17 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Endres, to adopt the appropriations resolution setting the budget 
for 2017/18 as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Meskin 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 

e.  Loan from General Fund to Sewer Fund   F-006-17 SW-003-17   
 
Martin reminded City Council the resolution before them was adopted in 2014/15 stating the 
$200,000 loan to the sewer fund was be paid back by June 30, 2015.  Martin is recommending to 
extend the no-interest loan to repay the General Fund over a maximum 10-year period with minimal 
payments of $20,000/year.  If it is found revenues exceeds expenditures by greater than $40,000 in a 
given year, an additional $10,000 will be reimbursed to the general fund for that year.   
 
Meskin would rather see this written off. He doesn’t want the sewer fund paying it back and then they 
have to increase rates to cover it.  It is the administrative fees which is general fund money anyways.  
The general fund has $1 million in reserves.    Dzenko didn’t agree with Meskin saying the general 
fund has $1 million.  Lorenz stated he can’t in good conscience do what Meskin is asking because 
working with the projections in 2018 the fund balance is $361,000 which would go to $161,000.  
Meskin asked if Lorenz can guarantee that projection.  Lorenz added there are always new 
regulations and expenses, but he cannot guarantee that.  Meskin feels the general fund is always 
running a surplus.  He would like to wait until after the 2016/17 audit.  Martin brought up his 
projections showing the fund balance in 15/16 and going out to proposed 17/18 at $745,000.  If you 
write off the $200,000, taking it to $545,000 then they will be at 30% of their expenditures.  
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Zubrzycki acknowledged on a cash basis which is how Meskin is looking at it, it gives the picture the 
city is building up funds but in reality, they are reserved by things such as Chief, City Hall, vehicles.  
The funds may have not been spent in year budgeted for but they will soon.  Zubrzycki is not a fan of 
using funds from the General fund to pay for the Water/Sewer funds.  Meskin proposed writing off 
$20,000 a year over 10 years.  Zubrzycki stated that would only accelerate the need for the next 
millage proposal.   Endres agreed he couldn’t agree with Meskin either.   
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to extend the no-interest loan to repay the general 
fund over a maximum 10-year period with minimal payment of $20,000/year and direct the City 
Manager and City Attorney to create a resolution for this.   
 
 Yes:  Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
 No:   Meskin 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

f.  Boat Dock Ordinance 329  O-004-17  BD-008-17 
 
Martin noted this ordinance was modified from the policy that City Council approved at the March 
8th meeting.  He pointed out the sharer cost is for next season and everything else is active if passed.   
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Endres, to adopt Ordinance 329 to amend chapter 42, Parks and 
Recreation, to revise and explain the rules and regulations regarding the use of City provided boat 
dock spaces. 
 
 Yes:  Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Meskin 
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 

g.  Marine Safety Ordinance 300  O-005-17 
 
Martin stated this ordinance simply gives our police the authority to enforce marine laws on the lake 
by adopting the statutory provisions by reference.  The city does not have a boat or any other 
watercraft and is not planning to get one.  This will allow us to issue citations if we see something. 
 
Jim Smith asked for an example where this ordinance would be helpful to Sylvan Lake.  Lorenz 
recalled years ago a group of boats sitting on sandbar and they were sitting on the backs of their seats.  
The officer asked them to sit down and boat owners yelled back they have no authority on the lake.  
Martin provided another example of residents on paddleboards and motorized boat circling them.  
They had to turn it over to the County Sheriff because they couldn’t enforce it. 
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 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko, to adopt Ordinance 330, adding division 3 to 
Chapter 38, Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions, Watercraft Regulations for the purpose of 
enforcing existing State of Michigan Marine Safety Law. 
 
 Yes:  Endres, Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Meskin, Dzenko 
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 

h. Participation in CDBG Program 2018, 2019 & 2020  R2-008-17 B3-001-17 
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the Cooperative Agreement with Oakland 
County regarding the CDBG Program for the years 2018, 2019 and 2020 and adopt the Resolution 
supporting interest in participating. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Parking in the ROW 
c. Fire Department 
d. Seawall – Replace section  

 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


